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The Male Bee

Fact:  A male bee has only one parent!  Why?

A female bee produces many eggs.  If an egg is fertilised, then it grows into a female.  So a female bee has a mother and a father – as we do.

But any unfertilised eggs grow to be male.  So a male bee has one parent – obviously a mother.

Use this fact to draw a family tree for a male bee.  You must ignore brothers and sisters.  Consider only parents, grandparents and so on, like the poster at the front about powers of 2.

Write down the number of bees in each generation.  What do you notice about these numbers?
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